
Should Drivers Jump on the Uber Eats Trend?  

Everyone’s been there: curled up on the couch all cozy and having an internal duel between 
hunger and laziness. Food sounds so good, and your stomach is rumbling thinking about it- the 
only problem is getting off the couch.  

Enter Uber Eats! The quick and easy solution to all couch-based cravings literally at your 
doorstep. It’s good for the businesses providing the food and the patrons on the couch, but is it 
worth it for us drivers? I did some digging to find out. 

What's it take to become an Uber Eats Driver? 
If you’re already an Uber driver, it’s really easy to start delivering for Uber Eats. If you’re not, 
requirements for Uber Eats are much more relaxed than their rideshare requirements, which 
means people who typically wouldn’t be able to drive for Uber now can. To become an Uber 
Eats driver, you have to meet the following requirements: 

● At least 19 years old (21 in Canada) 
● Have a valid driver's license and at least 1 year of driving experience 
● Have regular car insurance 
● Have proof of vehicle registration 
● A vehicle no older than 1996, two door models are fine and some condensed cities allow 

for bicycle and scooter deliveries.  

So how much can you make with Uber Eats? 
So you’re eligible to drive, which poses a much more important question: is it worth the money? 
If you take into consideration the ability to make bonuses and tips, it’s comparable to driving for 
UberX. In fact, Uber Eats drivers make an average of $8-$12 per hour, with the possibility to 
earn more if you drive during peak hours.  

Uber Eats payouts are based on 3 factors: pickup fee, mileage fee, and delivery fee - minus the 
Uber Eats fee of 25%, of course. Here is an example of what that would look like:  

Steve orders sushi from his favorite local Japanese place that is 4 miles away. Uber Eats driver 
Joe picks it up and delivers it to Steve, making a $3.00 pickup fee, $0.80 mileage fee (at $0.20 
per mile) and a $3.50 delivery fee for a total of $7.30.  

Uber Eats takes their 25% fee and stingy Steve does not tip, meaning Joe walks away with 
$5.48. Fortunately for Joe, the entire process only took him 25 minutes, meaning he still has 
plenty of time for more deliveries and to make more money. Joe is also working toward a reward 
of $50 for completing 20 deliveries that day, increasing his ability to make even more money.  

Sounds like a sweet deal… what else should I know?  
Apart from the ability to make comparable earnings to driving for Uber, there are other benefits 
I’ve found to being an Uber Eats driver: 



No rating system. While we all want a five star driver rating for rideshares, fortunately for us 
this is not something we have to worry about with Uber Eats! With no rating system available, 
we don’t need to worry that a customer is going to give us a poor rating based off something 
that is out of our control like traffic, longer wait time at the restaurant, or mistaken orders.  

No payment card. Some companies like DoorDash provide drivers with a company card for 
expensing orders. While it feels very corporate and official, it ends up taking more time out of 
your day when you have to order and pay for the food in person, then wait for the food to be 
made, and lastly take pictures of the receipts for expensing. Uber Eats instead requests a driver 
only when the food is ready to be picked up, taking less time per order and allowing us to make 
more deliveries.  

Higher End Restaurants. While Uber Eats offers a variety of food choices, they typically have 
a better selection of high end restaurants. Why does this matter? Because higher end 
restaurants means higher food charges, leading to higher pick-up and delivery fees and boom! 
Higher pay for the driver.  

Detailed Requests. Unlike some delivery platforms, Uber Eats give you detailed information on 
the order before you accept it. This means that drivers can be choosy when it comes to which 
orders you select, and you can decline ones that are too far/not worth the payout.  

So how do I become an Uber Eats driver? 
It sounds like a sweet deal, right? Fortunately the signup process is very simple for new or 
existing Uber drivers.  

If you’re a current Uber driver, it is very simple to sign up to drive for Uber Eats. In the Uber 
Partners App, go to Accounts and click on the Vehicle Options button. Once on the page, select 
the Uber Eats delivery button to turn on the requests. Agree to the terms and conditions and 
voila! You’re in. 

If you’re new to Uber, you’ll need to start from the beginning with an application. The 
application includes sensitive information like date of birth and social security number so Uber 
can perform a background check prior to hiring. Once you’ve got this all filled out, you’ll have to 
upload copies of your driver's license, registration, and insurance information. Lastly, you’ll input 
your banking information for direct deposit and tax purposes; as an independent contractor, 
Uber will be reporting your wages to the government and you’ll have to pay taxes on them each 
year.  

Once you’ve got this submitted, Uber will review your application and let you know if you’re 
eligible to drive for them. The process usually takes less than a week, and then you’re all set to 
start delivering! 
  

Is Uber Eats right for me?  



Uber Eats is a great option for current drivers who want to add a little diversity to their drives or 
new drivers who do not meet the standard Uber requirements. I should warn you that like most 
things it’s not a perfect system: there have been times I’ve been stuck waiting for food to be 
made and had to deal with customers not answering their phones right away, and the app does 
not prompt customers to tip, meaning receiving one is pretty rare.  

Overall I’d say that Uber Eats provides a hassle free delivery process for drivers, allowing us 
more time to make more deliveries and ultimately more money.  

What about the other delivery apps? Which is the best? 
If Uber Eats doesn’t seem like a good fit for you, there are a couple other great delivery apps 
available to try out! 

DoorDash allows you to schedule shifts in advance or drop into one when it becomes available, 
making planning ahead easier. Drivers typically make $8-$15 per hour, and DoorDash ensures 
drivers make a minimum of $10/hour. While having to order for customers occasionally can be a 
slow process, DoorDash encourages users to tip, allowing you to make more money even if you 
have to wait in line.  

Caviar is considered the high end service of delivery apps, focusing on quality over quantity. 
Boasting driver pay of $18-$22 per hour, there is the opportunity to make more money with 
Caviar and unlike the competition, surge prices are entirely paid out to drivers. The main 
downside is that if business is slow, drivers are not compensated and often make less than 
minimum wage.  

Postmates operates very similar to DoorDash and claims experienced drivers can make up to 
$25 per hour, though research shows that’s typically not the case. Drivers are compensated 
$1.35 for accepting a delivery, then receive compensation for waiting at the restaurant and for 
mileage. While this model can yield low payouts for drivers, Postmates does encourage 
customers to tip. 

Have you tried UberEats or any of these delivery services? Share your experience in the 
comments below! 


